RECONSTRUCTION                  341
other, the more they resort to iron fetters, which are the
coercive laws of an ever-increasing brutality. It is in dark
periods of history that law maintains order by legalizing
terror. But order imposed by terror is a false order, and
a contradiction in terms, for it can only be maintained
by increasing man's fear, whereas the aim of order is
to free him of that fear. For that reason, mankind has
tended toward reducing the innumerable constructions of
law, so as to entrust more and more the maintenance of
order to moral, ritual, and religious laws, laws of pru-
dence and wisdom, which individual? and groups impose
upon themselves without physical coercion, by means of a
reciprocal moral pressure. In other words, silk threads
rather than iron fetters. Self-discipline is the highest form
of the constructive mind. A great civilization is merely a
system in which the process of self-discipline has become
more and more complex and refined.
But, if that is true, then order should be the supreme
good of mankind. On the contrary, it is the greatest
tragedy. Why? Because self-discipline is the greatest neces-
sity but the most contradictory and most difficult to which
man has been condemned. The constructive mind, like
.the human mind, of which it is an instrument, is limited
and variable, Being limited, it always creates laws which
are applicable only to certain cases, and which, from being
wise and just, become unwise and unjust when new inter-
ests and needs arise which they are unable to satisfy. Being
variable, it can only create variable laws. But, as laws are
created to stabilize the variability of human nature, they
are only efficacious to the extent that they are fixed, per-
manent, and stable. That is another contradiction. In order
to escape it, man clings to God; he tries to fasten human
laws to that fixed point, projected into eternity. But the
human mind, when it conceives God, no matter how hard
it strives to tear itself away from the perpetual motion
which is the condition of its existence and to attain the
eternal, never succeeds in escaping completely. In conceiv-